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MESSAGE FROM COSAFA PRESIDENT 
dr phiLLip chiYanGwa

It gives us great pleasure to host the inaugural CoSaFa Women’s 
under-17 Championship in mauritius this year, which comes so 
soon after our first ever staging of the CoSaFa Women’s under-20 

Championship in South africa.
if anybody ever doubted CoSaFa’s commitment to women’s football, 

you need only turn to these two tournaments, as well as the senior 
CoSaFa Women’s Championship for proof of our intention to grow the 
game in our region.

We have already seen South africa take the senior championship at 
home in nelson mandela Bay and watched as east african guest nation 
tanzania went home with the under-20 trophy.

it will be fascinating to see who can claim the inaugural under-17 
competition, with another guest from the east of the continent, uganda, 
sure to be in the mix.

We have seen South africa and Zambia previously qualify for the FiFa 
Women’s under-17 World Cup and it should be the goal of all the teams in 
our region to reach that standard.

it is through tournaments like this one that we can give young girls a 
first introduction to international football and set them on the path to 
possibly a professional career, or at the very least provide the platform to 
showcase their wonderful talent. 

We must extend our gratitude to the mauritius Football association, 
who are once again our wonderful hosts.

the mFa has staged our CoSaFa men’s under-17 Championship for 
the previous three years and it is always a pleasure to return to this most 
beautiful country.

the mFa have shown remarkable commitment to the development of 
football in the region and we applaud their efforts and thank them most 
whole-heartedly.

the aim, as ever, of the CoSaFa Women’s under-17 Championship is 
to help develop women’s football in our region. not just the players on the 
pitch, but also coaches, match officials and administrators. 

it is by hosting and organising tournaments such as these that we 
see skills improved in all areas, as there is nothing better than hands-on 
experience to gain knowledge.

What’s more, we will have also this year staged workshops led by 
globally recognised experts for female referees, emergency medicine, and 
administration and governance, as well as a d-License course especially 
for local female coaches.

We are proud to be able to offer these workshops, which are of the 
highest standards, and leave behind a legacy for many years to come. 

i wish all of the teams competing in the under-17 tournament the very 
best of luck and look forward to 10 days of exciting football that not only 
provides much entertainment for fans, but also showcases the rich talent 
in our Southern african region

how to foLLow the 
2019 cosafa action!
There are a number of ways you can keep 
up with the action in the 2019 COSAFA 
Women’s Under-17 Championship!

❖ Go to our website: www.cosafa.com

❖ Follow us on twitter: @COSAFAMEDIA

❖ Like our facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/COSAFAMEDIA/

❖ Find us on instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cosafafootball/ 

❖ Head to cosafa tv: www.cosafa.tv 
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE MAURITIUS
FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION
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messaGe

W e want to take this opportunity 
to thank all the members of 
the organising committee, 

volunteers, press, delegations, players, 
referees and assorted other staffs who have 
generously given up their time to contribute 
to this mammoth sporting event over the 
past years.

as such, the mauritius Football association 
(mFa) would like to express its satisfaction 
for its fourth consecutive CoSaFa 
tournament, herein, with the Women’s 
under-17 Championships – an authentic 
and empowering challenge! 

as hosts, the mauritian team will be 
coached by Kofi Kawata, in-line with greater 
ambitions this time, after his recent CoSaFa 
Women’s Seniors participation.

this year marks another bravura 
competition within an incredible community, 
with so many breath-taking, thoughtful 
folks! We thank you for your support of our 
efforts, and for the support you have shown 
as a family.

at present, after two years of absenteeism, 
mauritian women’s football has re-claimed 
ground, as the association continues to 
empower women’s teams to participate in 
various tournaments. 

recently, Plaisance Spoutnik SC has been 
crowned as the Women’s Super League 
(WSL) feminine champions after a penalty 
shootout, as the final match ended on an 
exhilarating draw against aS malherbes FC. 

also, with the introduction of women’s 
futsal that has invigorated more audiences 
and girls to adopt a sportingly culture.

and, yet again, the mauritian women’s 
football will get underway after just a few 
months break, allowing transfers amidst 
clubs, and to bring in a quality player 
throughout the years to come!

Whilst, these tournaments are an 
authentic windfall to our african football, 
as we do experience an emerging blend of 
cultures, team involvement, and play. also, 
these revitalise african football’s presence 
within the regions! 

Besides, it demonstrates our willpower, 
and dexterity to influence other countries to 
get involved through a series of forthcoming 
tournaments: uFFoi u-15, u-17, u-20.

to all the enthusiastic participants, 
mauritius, Comoros, uganda, Zambia, South 
africa, Botswana, Seychelles & madagascar, 
best of luck to all the teams, it ought to be 
another great tournament.

We look forward meeting all the 
participants at this great event!

mr samir sobha
(PreSident) 

mr rajeev motee
(Head oF CommuniCationS & marKeting)

Mauritius Football Association



There will be 
two venues 
used for the 
championships, 
namely the St. 
François Xavier 
Stadium in Port 
Louis and the 
mauritius Football 
association 
technical Centre.

cosafa women's tournament HiStorY

2019 
cosafa women’s 
under-17 
championships 
IN NUMBERS
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we round up aLL the facts and 
fiGures around the 2019 cosafa 
women’s under-17 championships

0 1 2There is no 
formal African 
Women’s Under-17 
Championship, 
merely rounds of 
two-legged knockout 
ties that decide 
which teams will 
advance to the FiFa 
under-17 World Cup 
every two years.

the CoSaFa 
Women’s 
under-17 
Championship 
will be played for 
the very first time 
this year, which 
means we will 
be able to crown 
the inaugural 
champion in 2019.
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South africa and 
Zambia are the 
only two COSAFA 
nations to have 
appeared at the 
FIFA Under-17 
World Cup. South 
african managed 
the feat in 2010 
and 2018, while 
Zambia were there 
in 2014.

Only four nations from the COSAFA 
region have entered the qualifiers for 
the FiFa Women’s under-17 World Cup 
before – Botswana, namibia, South 
africa, Zambia. With the establishment 
of the CoSaFa Women’s under-17 
Championship, that number should rise. 

the CoSaFa under-17 
Championship is open to all 14 
of the nations that make up 
the Southern african regional 
body, while reunion, as an 
associate member, may also 
enter tournaments.

the 2019 CoSaFa 
Women’s under-17 
Championship 
features 16 
matches, 12 in 
the first round 
group stage, two 
semifinals, a third-
place play-off and 
a final.

Only five African 
nations entered 
the qualifiers for 
the 2010 FiFa 
Women’s under-17 
World Cup, with 
two of those from 
the CoSaFa region 
– Botswana and 
South africa. that 
number had jumped 
to 12 for the 2018 
qualifiers.There will be eight teams entered into 

the 2019 CoSaFa Women’s under-17 
Championship, namely angola, Comoros, 
Lesotho, malawi, mauritius, mozambique, 
South africa and Zambia.  

the Women’s 
under-17 
Championship is one 
of three COSAFA 
events to be staged 
for female footballers 
this year, deepening 
the organisation’s 
commitment to 
growing the women’s 
game in Southern 
africa. 

mauritius were 
hosts of the 
CoSaFa men’s 
under-17 
Championship for 
the previous three 
years between 
2016 and 2018, but 
will now stage the 
inaugural CoSaFa 
Women’s under-17 
Championship.

2

4

14

5
8

3 3

16



teams
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BOTSWANA 
» BOTSWANA are basking in the glory of 
knocking South africa out of the qualifiers for 
the 2020 tokyo olympic games, which will 
have served as a boost to women’s football at 
all levels in the country.

it will no doubt serve as a motivation to 
the girls that compete in the 2019 CoSaFa 
Women’s under-17 Championship as they 
seek to be part of a nation on the rise in 
football.

Botswana entered the qualifiers for the 
2008 FiFa Women’s under-17 World Cup but 
withdrew before their tie with South africa.

they entered again two years later, but 
9-1 and 13-0 losses to South africa meant a 
humbling 22-1 aggregate defeat.

that did not deter the side though and in 
2012 they took on Zambia, putting on a better 
showing as they lost 5-1 and 2-0 in the 
respective legs.

they met Zambia a year later and this 
time went down 8-3 on aggregate after 5-2 
and 3-1 losses, but again showed they were 
closing the gap.

that was proven again in the 2016 
qualifiers as they were edged 3-2 on 
aggregate by namibia after a 1-1 draw and a 
2-1 defeat.

they finally made it past the first round in 
extraordinary fashion for the 2018 qualifiers. 
trailing 5-2 from the first leg against Zambia, 
they roared back to win the second 4-0 and 
take the tie 6-5 on aggregate.

that set up a second round meeting with 
South africa, where they again held their own, 
but lost 5-2 and 6-4 in the two matches.  

there is no doubt that they are a side on 
the up though and will this year be coached by 
tapaphiwa gaebolae.

COMOROS 
ISLANDS 
» COMOROS have been 
rare participants at 
this age-group level in 
women’s football and 
have yet to enter the 
african qualifiers for the 
FiFa Women’s under-17 
World Cup. that could 
change though as they 
move into a new era of 
competition at this level.

qUICk GUIDE TO THE 2019 COSAFA WOMEN’S UNDER-17 CHAMPIONSHIP

THE INAUGURAL 2019 
COSAFA WOMEN’S UNDER-17 
CHAMpIONSHIp WILL SEE 
EIGHT TEAMS TAkE pART IN THE 
TOURNAMENT IN MAURITIUS. 

HERE IS A qUICk 
RUNDOwN OF 
EACH SIDE AND 
THEIR PAST HISTORy 
IN qUAlIFyING FOR 
GlOBAl FINAlS.  

MADAGASCAR 
» MADAGASCAR are 
another side who are 
looking to take their bow 
in the FiFa Women’s 
under-17 World Cup 
qualifiers in the future, so 
this tournament will be an 
excellent providing ground 
for them.



teams
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SEYCHELLES 
» ANOTHER of the indian ocean 
islands that are trying to push 
the women’s game, Seychelles 
will make their debut at a 
CoSaFa women’s football 
event. they have also never 
competed in the FiFa Women’s 
under-17 World Cup qualifiers 
previously.

ZAMBIA 
» ZAMBIA are the only other 
Southern african nation to 
appear at the FiFa Women’s 
under-17 World Cup after they 
contested the 2014 finals in 
Costa rica.

they first entered the 
running in 2008, but lost 6-0 
on aggregate to ghana in the 
preliminary round, and then 
skipped the 2010 qualifiers.

Zambia defeated Botswana 
7-1 in the 2012 qualifiers, but 
then lost by the same margin 
on aggregate to nigeria in the 
next stage.

they beat Botswana 8-3 
on aggregate in the first stage 
ahead of the 2014 finals, and 
were surprise 6-4 aggregate 
winners over South africa 
following a 3-3 home draw and 
a 3-1 away win.

they sealed their place in 
Costa rica, where they put in a 
decent showing. they lost their 
first two games to italy (0-2) 
and Venezuela (0-4), but did 
beat the hosts 2-1 in their last 
match.  

Zambia withdrew from the 
2016 qualifiers ahead of their 
tie with South africa, and then 
were surprise 6-5 aggregate 
losers to Botswana despite 
leading 5-2 from the first leg. 

UGANDA 
» EAST AfRICA guest nation uganda will make 
an appearance at the 2019 CoSaFa Women’s 
under-17 Championship as they bring some 
flair and a different continental style to the 
competition.

uganda have never before appeared in the 
FiFa Women’s under-17 World Cup qualifiers, 
but having appointed coach ayub Khalifa to 
their team this year, could change that in 
forthcoming editions.

SOUTH AfRICA 
» SOUTH AfRICA are the most 
successful of the CoSaFa nations in 
this age-group having twice before 
qualified for the FiFa Women’s 
under-17 World Cup in 2010 and 
2018.

their first shot at the global finals 
came in 2008 when they lost 3-0 on 
aggregate to Cameroon in the second 
round after having a walkover win 
over Botswana in the first.

they humbled Botswana 22-1 over 
two legs in the 2010 qualifiers, but 
then lost 7-1 on aggregate to nigeria 
to miss out on an automatic place at 
the finals.

they went into a play-off with 
tunisia though and after a 1-0 away 
win and 1-1 draw, booked a place in 
trinidad & tobago.

there they found the going 
tough, with defeats to South Korea 
(1-3), germany (1-10) and mexico 
(0-4), but a number of that squad, 
including robyn moodaly, Jermaine 
Seoposenwe and Kaylin Swart have 
gone on to have successful careers.

South africa beat namibia 6-1 on 
aggregate in the qualifiers for 2012, 
but a 5-1 aggregate loss to ghana in 
the next stage meant there would be 
no finals for them.

a year later they were surprisingly 
defeated by Zambia in the second 
round after a 3-3 away draw was 
followed by a 3-1 home loss.

in 2015 they received a walkover 
win over Zambia, but in the final stage 
of qualifying lost 7-0 on aggregate to 
nigeria.

they were back at the global finals 
in 2018 though as a 11-6 aggregate 
win over Botswana was followed by a 
6-1 aggregate success over morocco.

they meant they played at the FiFa 
event in uruguay, where they again 
showed improved performance, but 
could not get out of their pool.

a 0-0 draw with mexico was 
followed by a 6-0 loss to Japan and a 
4-1 defeat to Brazil.

they have retained their coach from 
that competition, Simphiwe dludlu, for 
this CoSaFa event. 

MAURITIUS 
» HOSTS mauritius have shown a renewed 
interest in the women’s game in recent years 
at senior level and will now also translate that 
into the under-17 age-group. 

they too have never entered the FiFa 
Women’s under-17 World Cup qualifiers 
before ahead of the next finals in india in 2020. 

the team will be coached by senior women’s 
team boss Kofi Kawata.
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foLLow the
cosafa women’s
under-17
championship

 LIVE ON COSAFATV!

Fans are in for treat with the news that the 
COSAFA Women’s Under-17 Championship 
will be streamed live from Mauritius when the 
tournament is played from september 20-29!

Those from around the world who want to follow 
the action will be able to do so live on COSAFATV, 
where they will be able to stream the matches on 
their phones, Tablets and Computers.

It means the tournament will be available 
around the globe for fans and scouts to 
view the best of the up-and-coming talent 
in the COSAFA region, as eight teams try to 
lift the inaugural trophy in this age-group.

The match action will be available at 
www.cosafa.tv or via www.cosafa.com, 
where you can check the homepage or click 
on the COSAFATV tab.

The recent COSAFA Women’s Championship and COSAFA Women’s 
Under-20 Championship played in Nelson Mandela Bay had almost 500,000 streams 

as fans from around the region, and beyond, lapped up the action.

COSAFA TV is an important part of our offering to ensure that fans always have 
access to not only live matches, but news snippets, interviews and highlights.

Matches can also be followed via live text coverage on our Twitter account @cosafamedia



under-17 worLd cup

the GLobaL 
showpiece 
tournament will be 
staged in india from 
September 21-october 
4, but the process of 
preparing for qualifying 
for teams from the 
Southern african region 
will start in mauritius next 
month.

CoSaFa is leading 
the way on the african 
continent in terms of the 
development of women’s 

football, with the first 
ever CoSaFa Women’s 
under-17 Championship 
following closely after 
similar competitions in 
the under-20 and senior 
age-group.

it is all with the aim of 
helping teams be more 
competitive in continental 
qualifiers and this year 
the eight-team field 
contains Botswana, 
Comoros, madagascar, 
mauritius, Seychelles, 

South africa, Zambia and 
east african guest nation 
uganda.

Botswana, Zambia and 
South africa all entered 
the qualifiers for the 
2018 World Cup but the 
advent of the CoSaFa 
championship could 
see that number grow 
as teams are given the 
chance to compete in this 
age-group.

Botswana edged 
Zambia in a fascinating 

first round tie in the last 
qualifiers as they came 
back from 5-2 down 
after the first leg to win 
4-0 and advance 6-5 on 
aggregate.

there were goals 
galore in the next round 
against South africa as 
well as the latter claimed 
both ties with 5-2 and 
6-4 victories for an 11-6 
aggregate result.

South africa went on 
to defeat morocco 6-1 
on aggregate in the final 
stage and book their 
ticket to uruguay along 
with fellow african sides 
ghana and Cameroon.

it was the second time 
that South african had 
competed on the global 
stage after also qualifying 
for the 2010 finals, while 
they are also one of only 
two teams from the 
region to compete at the 
World Cup.

Zambia are the other 
after they qualified for 
the 2014 finals Costa 
rica, where they exited 
in the first round, but 
not before beating their 
hosts 2-1 in their final 
pool match.

the 2019 CoSaFa 
Women’s under-17 
Championship will be 
staged in mauritius 
between September 
20-29.

the hosts have 
been drawn alongside 
Comoros, uganda 
and Zambia in group 
a, while group B also 
has two island nations 
as Seychelles and 
madagascar square-off 
against South africa and 
Botswana.

the top two teams in 
each pool advance to the 
semifinals, after which 
the competition switches 
to a knockout format.
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The teams competing at the inaugural COSAFA 
Women’s Under-17 Championship will be eying not 

only the next generation of international stars, but 
also potentially a run in the 2020 African Women's 

Under-17 World Cup Qualifying Tournament.

FiFa Women’S
under-17 WorLd CuP

tHe uLtimate PriZe
For CoSaFa teamS
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the venues
There will be two venues used for the 2019 COSAFA Women’s 

Under-17 Championship providing quality facilities for the 
inaugural regional showpiece event in this age-group.

Here is a look at where the matches will be played.

st francois 
Xavier stadium 
the main venue for the 
competition that will stage 13 of 
the 15 matches, this is the home 
of top mauritius club aS Port 
Louis 2000.

it was also the major venue in 
the three years that the CoSaFa 
men’s under-17 Championship 
was played in Port Louis between 
2016 and 2018.

the stadium has an artificial 
surface, and therefore holds up 
well in varied weather conditions, 
and is now a decade old having 
been built in 2009. it also 
underwent renovations in 2013.

the venue can hold 2,500 
people and is one of the premier 
football venues in the country.

anJaLaY stadium 
there wiLL be two 
matches played at the 
anjalay Stadium when the 
final round of group games 
are held simultaneously, 
necessitating a second 
venue.

the 16,000-seater 
venue has been home 
to a number of top 
mauritian sides, including 
Pamplemousses SC, aS 
rivière du rempart and 
arsenal Wanderers.

it was originally opened 
in 1991, but removed in 
2003 and is unusual for a 
football ground in that it’s 
carpark is often used for 
motor car races.

St FranCoiS XaVier Stadium 

anJaLaY Stadium



fiXtures
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2019 cosafa women's under-17 championship

fiXtures
PooL StageS

date Ko grouP FiXture Venue
20-Sep 12h30 a uganda vs Zambia St. François Xavier
20-Sep 15h30 a mauritius vs comoros St. François Xavier
21-Sep 12h30 B botswana vs madagascar St. François Xavier
21-Sep 15h30 B south africa vs seychelles St. François Xavier
22-Sep 12h30 a comoros vs Zambia St. François Xavier
22-Sep 15h30 a uganda vs mauritius St. François Xavier
23-Sep 12h30 B seychelles vs madagascar St. François Xavier
23-Sep 15h30 B south africa vs botswana St. François Xavier
24-Sep 15h00 a comoros vs uganda anjalay Stadium
24-Sep 15h00 a Zambia vs mauritius St. François Xavier
25-Sep 15h00 B seychelles vs botswana anjalay Stadium
25-Sep 15h00 B madagascar vs south africa St. François Xavier

SemiFinaLS
27-Sep 12h00 13 win Grp a vs win Grp b St. François Xavier
27-Sep 15h00 14 win Grp b vs win Grp a St. François Xavier

tHird-PLaCe PLaY-oFF
29-Sep 11h00 15 Loser m13 vs Loser m14 St. François Xavier

FinaL

29 September 2019   |   15h00   |   Match 16

winner match 13 vs winner match 14
St. François Xavier Stadium




